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toward repression, as country after country has brought into being the insti­
tutions of democracy. 

The defense of human rights is a humanitarian concern, and a practical one 
as well. Peace and respect for human rights are inseparable. History dem­
onstrates that there can be no genuine peace without respect for human 
rights, that governments that do not respect the rights of their own citizens 
are a threat to their neighbors as well. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim December 10, 1986, as 
Human Rights Day and December 15, 1986, as Bill of Rights Day, and I call 
upon all Americans to observe the week beginning December 8, 1986, as 
Human Rights Week. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of 
December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-six, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
eleventh. 

• . , . u.h RONALD REAGAN 

Editorial note: For the President's remarlcs of December 10, 1986, on signing Proclamation 5589, 
see the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents (vol. 22, p. 1636). 

Proclamation 5590 of December 10,1986 " '/ " ', ^ 

United Way Centennial, 1887-1987 

By the President of the United States of America ,; 
A Proclamation 

Since earliest times, we Americans have joined together to help each other 
and to strengthen our communities. Our deep-rooted spirit of caring, of 
neighbor helping neighbor, has become an American trademark—and an 
American way of life. Over the years, our generous and inventive people 
have created an ingenious network of voluntary organizations to give help 
where help is needed. 

United Way gives that help very well indeed, and truly exemplifies our 
spirit of voluntarism. United Way has been a helping force in America right 
from the first community-wide fund raising campaign in Denver, Colorado, 
in 1887. Today, more than 2,200 local United Ways across our land raise 
funds for more than 37,000 voluntary groups that assist millions of people. 

The United Way of caring allows volimteers from all walks of life to effec­
tively meet critical needs and solve community problems. At the centennial 
of the founding of this indispensable voluntary group, it is most fitting that 
we Americans recognize and commend all the good United Way has done 
and continues to do. 
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The Congress, by Public Law 99-612, has expressed gratitude to United 
Way, congratulated it, and applauded and encouraged its fine work and its 
goals. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim heartfelt thanks to a century 
of Americans who have shaped and supported United Way, and encourage 
the continuation of its efforts. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of 
December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-six, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
eleventh. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5591 of December 15,1986 

National Drunk and Drugged Driving Awareness Week, 1986 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Driving by people impaired by alcohol or other drugs is one of our Nation's 
most serious pubhc health and safety problems. Each year, drunk and 
drugged drivers cause tens of thousands of highway fatalities and hundreds 
of thousands of injuries. In 1985, for instance, more than half of all highway 
deaths were alcohol-related. 

Each of us must help reduce this carnage through an awareness of what 
can be done, a commitment to do the right thing, and a refusal to tolerate 
drunk and drugged driving. We need to detect and stop impaired drivers 
before they cause an accident. We must insist upon strict law enforcement 
and swift and sure penalties and ensure that the privilege of driving is 
withdrawn when a drunken driver deliberately endangers others. We must 
not wait until personal tragedy strikes to become involved. 

Statistics show that a disproportionate number of our young people are in­
volved in alcohol-related accidents and that raising the legal drinking age 
reduces alcohol-related crash involvement among young drivers. Most 
States commendably have raised their legal drinking age. The Federal gov­
ernment continues to encourage States to establish 21 as the minimum age 
at which individuals may purchase, possess, or consume alcoholic bever­
ages. We can all be grateful for the efforts of dedicated citizen volunteers 
in creating the growing awareness that motor vehicle accidents are the 
leading cause of death among young people. 

More and more informed, concerned citizens are getting involved in gener­
ating awareness, education, and action to remove drunk and drugged driv­
ers from our roads and highways. With the continued involvement of pri­
vate citizens working together, and action at all levels of government, we 
can begin to control the problem of dnmk and drugged driving. 
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